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LOOSE HINTS, Kc. 


ful for me, who feel for your loſt 

credit, to animadvert upon your pub- 
lic conduct, than it will be to your Lord- 
ſhips to read my ſtrictures. For when 


1 Fear, my Lords, that it is more pain- 


you reſolutely turned yourſelves againſt 


the Truth, and your duty to Chriſt your 
Lord and Maſter, you turned a deaf ear 
to all ſalutary advice, and to every remon- 
ſtrance: and his faithful ſervants are now 


by ſome bid to expect the ſeverity of your 


diſpleaſure. 
It is pretty generally underſtood, that 


your Lordſhips are ſhortly to rouſe from 
your lethargy, and are ere long to exert 


your vigilance for the diſcovery and exem- 


plary correction of heretical pravity. 

The only diſcouragement to you on the 
outſet of this buſineſs, muſt be the loſs of 
the writ de heretico comburendo, or I would 
maintain the converſe of the opinion of 
one of your brethren, and ſay, that all 
deſigns of puniſhment for opinions, which 


* begin 


begin with a curſe, generally end in a fagot: 

out the fact is, that an Act of the 29th 

of Charles the Second (1676) Jon the fi- 
e 


nal ſtroke to this wholeſome feverity. It 
has indeed been more than inſinuated, 
that your predeceſſors exerted their power 
for its continuance ; you cannot therefore 
reproach them with an inattention to the 


intereſt of the Church; they did, what your= - 


ſelves would have done, and you would 
have done what they did. But your zeal, 
my Lords, might poſſibly have been at- 
tended with better ſucceſs, as you might 
have contrived ſome ſtipulated equivalent 
in lieu of the favor ; and in this our day, 
from your more immediate connection or 
alliance with the ſtate, and your known 
diſpoſition to ohge, I queſtion not but 
you would have paid them in kind. How- 
ever, this convenient and effectual engine 
for the terror of ſome, and the correction 
of others, was happily deſtroyed. The 
obſtinate virtue of the Commons and Lay- 
Lords was, even in the reign of an un- 
principled Stuart, above the controul or 
influence of an intolerant Hierarchy. 
This ſeaſonable check ſhould have remind- 
ed your fraternity of one declaration of 


our bleſſed Saviour's, which you will not 
regard, and would willingly forget, I am 


not come (ſaid the Founder of our Religion) 
to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave. 


It 


3 3 | 
It has of late been whiſpered that the 
' artillery of the Church is to be directed, 
thoſe of the Clergy who omit, or alter, 
any part of the Liturgy of the Church. 
Your Lordſhips have, no doubt, firſt 
fully ſatisfied yourſelves that every ſentence, 
word and ſyllable, which now ſtands in the 
Common Prayer- book, is ſtrictly and purely 
ſcriptural; and that all the injunctions 
to ſtrict conformity are practicable.. So 
much concerns the eaſe and innocence of 
your own conſciences; for your Lordſhips 
muſt move flow and fairly, and ſ:ttle all 
_ qualms within, before you will be prepared 
to encounter the difficulties from without. 
If then you have ſatisfied yourſelves in this 
matter, whatever time and pains it may 
have taken, they cannot be ſaid to be ill 
beſtowed. The mountain to be removed 
was no ſmall one; the world will there- 
fore give you proportionable credit for 
your labor, and pronounce you all, with- 
out exception, tall Men. The high conceit 
this will give us of your abilities, will 
raiſe our expectations to a more than or- 
dinary pitch: it is your next care (and 
duty, it ſeems) to ſee that we are not diſ- 
appointed. | 
Thus ſatisfied that our public Liturgy 
has the Imprimatur of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, the next queſtion before you is, how 
A 4 ſtandeth 


by ge reſpective engineers, againſt all 


8 


ſtandeth the laws (not of God, for they 
are out of the queſtion, but the laws) of 


the realm. Here you ſhould call before 


you a formidable tribe of Canoniſts and 
Civilians, nor ſhould you omit the gentle- 
men of the Long- robe: to each of theſe 
ſages your Lordſhips ſhonld diſtinctly pro- 
pound the Queſtion, What is written in the. 
Law ? and feparately accoft them with an, 
How readeſt thou? With this aſſiſtance, 
joined to your own ſkill in things pertain- 
ing to Holy Church, you muſt rake toge- 
ther a fufficient quantity of knowledge 
and adroitneſs in the Canon, Civil, Com- 
mon, and Statute Laws; ſo that, with 


that quickneſs and diſcerning judgment 


which 1s peculiar to your Bench, you may 
be able to pick and cull from each, and 
ſplice together, a ſufficient portion of all, 
to bear down againſt all the oppoſition of 
the numerous hoſt of thoſe who will be 


compelled to act upon the defenſive. You 


muſt be prepared to be your own advo- 
cate as well as judge : you will be obliged, 
however reluctantly, to copy after thoſe 
Lawyers who can, 


| with eaſe, 
Twiſt words and meanings as they pleale. 


Thus armed cap-a-pe, your Lordſhips 
w1ll be prepared for the conflict, and only 
want a ſubject whereon to diſplay 2 fer- 

: | rorem 


$58 1 
rorem (I ſuppoſe) the ſtrength of your 
talons. __ 

Your queſtors and retainers need not be 
long before they ſpring you game ; let 
them begin with the very Miniſters who 
live under the ſhade of your-Cathedrals*, 


* The caſe of the Reverend Henry Norman, Jate a 


Minor-Canon of Wincheſter, cannot be here overlook- 
ed. But before the jaſfice of his deprivation can be main- 
tained, the public ſhould be fully ſatisfied by a certificate 
from the choir of Wincheſter, that every other member 
to that Cathedral does in all and every thing ſtrictly con- 
form to the rules of the eſtabliſhment. It is no excuſe 
to ſay, that Mr. Norman was ſingular in his omiſſions, 


when none are allowed, and all who omit ſubject to the cen- 


ſures of the Church. The hard caſe of this Gentleman was 
brought before the public, by a writcr in the London 
Chronicle of May 29, under the ſignature of Curious. 
Mr. Norman's anſwer appeared in the ſame paper cf 
June 10. The further correſpondence between Mr. 
Norman and his anonymous friend appeared in the fame 
Chronicle of June 22, and Auguſt 7 and 14, 1773. 
It ſhould ſeem the Dean and Chapter of Wincheſter 
were too provident to truſt the iſſue of their proſecution 
to the laws of the Realm, and the verdict of tꝛuelve men, 
as is expreſly directed by the ſtatutes of 2 and 3 Edw. 6. 
c. 1. and 1 El. c. 2. In hopes of making ſure of their 
game, they have proceeded upon the authority of Ca- 
nons, which ſtand in direct contradiction not only to 
the /pirit, but the letter of two acts of Parliament, and 
which have aſſumed a diſpenſing power over the ſupreme 
legiſlative authority of this Kingdom, And I ſhould 
humbly think that their Reverences will be more obliged 
to their good lucꝶ, than their good looꝶing to, if their ſum- 


mary canmical proceedings are not argued and examined 


into by more impartial judges in a certain court in Weſt- 
minſter Hall. | 


with 


| 
' 
| 


1 
with thoſe who officiate in your reſpectire 
Pariſh-churches m the country; for 
with candor and deference towards them, 
F will venture to ſay, that etery pariſh in 
the kingdom will afford you a criminal, as 
amenable before your preſence, and as 
ſubject to your procels, as the verieſt pe- 


titioning heretic of them all. Thus you will 


run no riſk of a fruitleſs ſearch after de- 
linquents; nor will you be led a diſtant 
chace in queſt of them. 

So confeſſedly clear and general would 
be the charge .of liturgical irregularities 
in the Mmiſters of our Church, that I 
will not ſuppoſe your Lordſhips even to 
be put to the proof by any on whom you 
may lay violent hands. I will ſuppoſe a 
. confeſſion of the charge, and a challenge 
on the merits of the cauſe between you. 


On this ground I muſt ſuppoſe you to 


meet ſome of your Chriſtian brethren. 

A ſmall difficulty does indeed offer it- 
ſelf here (though matters are in ſuch for- 
wardneſs) for your attentive conſidera- 
tion, and you would do well to remove it. 
Though the number of defaulters will 
be found ſo great, your Lordſhips will 
do equal juſtice; you will not ſubject 
yourſelves to the charge of a more atro- 
cious and malignant crime, than that 
which you mean to puniſh. You will be 


neceſſitated to proſecute indiſcriminately, 
but 


e 
„ 
i n 
N 
* 
ape 
. 
$2 
4 
14 
Th 
p38 
0 
= 
7 
2 
N by 
4 
* 
YES 
WOE 
+. I& 
RT 2 
8 
SY 
3 
a 
5 
72 
3 
3 
Je” 
F '7 2 3 
Ls 7 
32 
533 
EE 
He 
YR 
« 
K 
. 
+ 
Y * 
: 
3 


l] 
but then again, will you deſtroy the re- 
puted orthodox (or righteous) with the 
heretics (or wicked)? Now as learned 
Divines have been faid not ſeldom to con- 
jure up objections againſt Chriſtianity, 
without being able to anſwer them, ſo 
have I raiſed this difficulty, which I only 
intended to have mentioned by the bye, 
and cannot now get over it. It is a 
ſtumbling- block to me; but, on the pre- 
ſumption that it will be fooliſhneſs to 


your Lordſhips, I will proceed in my diſ- 


quiſition. | 

After thus far ſtating the caſe, the 
chief bufineſs which I have to lay be- 
fore you in theſe my lucubrations, is the 


preſent ſtate of Univerſal Non- conformity 


to the Canons and Rubric of our Church, 
which enjoin the uſe of the Liturgy ; nor 
will I omit to mention other matters, to 
which Conformity, or Obedience, is re- 


quired, in many caſes, on the ſame au- 


thority; in ſome, even by the authority 
of Parliament. 
If from an attentive conſideration of 


the letter and ſpirit of theſe injunctions, 


your Lordſhips ſhould be convinced of 


the difficulty and inexpedience of ſtrict Con- 
formity in ſome Inſtances, and of the In- 


poſſibility of it in others; at one time, per- 
haps, occaſioned by the gradual, but great 


change in the manners of the age; at an- 


other, 


[ 12 ] 
other, by the expreſs contradictions in 
this part of our eccleſiaſtical polity. And 
that in this view, the conſtitution of our 
Church lays its Miniſters under the ne- 
ceſſity of neglecting, or omitting, ſome of 
its - ordinances, I muſt appeal to your 
Lordſhips {kill in the ſcience of difputa- 
tion for one argument, which will juſtify 
the infliction of pains and penalties in re- 
quiring obedience to . them. I appeal to 
the principles of juſtice againſt the ſingling 
out individuals, as a ſacrifice at the ſhrine 
of perſonal reſentment or of power. I 
appeal to thoſe feelings, the force of 
which will occaſionally ſteal upon you, 


in defiance of all violence offered to them; 


I appeal, my Lords, to the feelings of 
men, and to the conſciences of Chriſtians. 
J plead the cauſe of thoſe, and of thoſe 
only, who are already ſuffering for Right- 
eouſneſs- ſake; of thoſe who are laboring 
under burdens which are almoſt too heavy 
for them ; but who yet cannot, with a 
ſafe conſcience, and in duty to their only 
Maſter, lay them down ; of thoſe who 
paſs through the pilgrimage of this life in 
no other hope than that of obtaining that 
which 1s to come. Before you finally de- 
termine upon the expediency of your coun- 
cils, reflect on the general devaſtation you 
muſt make; once more conſider the Pro- 
teſtant principles of your Church; and 

. above 


[ 73 ] 
above all, confider, live, and act, in the 
Spirit of Charity, of Forbearance; in a 
word, act in the Spirit of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. | 

From the fulneſs of my heart, theſe 
hints and reflections have ſlipped my pen. 
But, as my deſign is to ſuggeſt, not to 
adviſe, I muſt return to the diſcharge of 
my more immediate engagement to ſtate 
the univerſal defection in the Mini- 
ſters of the Church of England (whether 
they be _— flaunch orthodox, or rank 
heretics) from the injunctions and direc- 
tions contained in the Canons and Rubric. 
That I may do this in a method the leaſt 
exceptionable and invidious, I muſt re- 

ueſt the attention of your Bench to the 
9 — quæries; leaving myſelf to the 
judgment of the candid and unprejudiced 
for the anſwers which ſhould be given to 
each, and the conſequences neceſſarily fe- 
ſulting from the conviction which attends 
them. | | 

1. Do not the greateſt part of the 
Clergy ſay that ſome things want altering ; 
yet for this they are liable to Excommu- 
nication by one or other of theſe Canons ; 
the zd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th? And ſhould 
they queſtion the excellency of the go- 
vernment of the Church under your Lord- 
ſhips, Excommunication again awaits them 
by the 7th Canon. Should it fo happen 


that 


[14] 
that your conduct had been the occaſion 
of doubt on this point, might you not be 
conſidered as acceſſories before the fact? 
2. If any Miniſter maintaineth any 
doctrine contrary to the 39 Articles, by 


the 5th Canon he 1s to be excommuni- 
cated ; and by the 13th Eliz. chap. 12, 


$ 2. if he ſhall maintain any doctrine con- 


trary to any of the ſaid Articles, (mean« 
ing thoſe Articles «which concern the. con- 
feſfion of the true Faith, and the dofirine of 
the Sacraments} he 1s ta be deprived of all 
his 2 any promotions. 

If any deny the 1ſt. 2d. or 5th Ars 
ticks, by gth and roth W. 3. chap. 32, 
(the words are, deny any one of the 
Perſons of the Holy Trinity to be God, 
ce or ſhall aſſert or maintain there are 
* more Gods than one, os deny the Chri- 
« ſhan Religion to be true, or the Holy 
« Scriptures of the Old and. New Teſta- 
« ment to be of divine authority; ſuch 
books, I ſuppoſe, as are deemed canoni- 
cal by the 6th Article) ſhall for the firſt 
offence be judged incapable to enjoy any 
emoluments ; if poſſeſſed of any, the . 
ſhall be void; for the ſecond offence be 
diſabled to ſue, to be guardian, or execu- 
tor, or legatee, or to bear any office, and 
to be impriſoned for three years. | 

4. Does every Miniſter read the com- 
mon Prayer on every Morning and Even- 
ing, 
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ing, as the preface to the ſame ordereth z 
or on every holiday and their eves, without 
diminiſhing therefrom, or adding thereto, 
agreeably to the 1 4th Canon, and 13th 
and 14th Car. 2. chap. 4. F 2? or does 
every Miniſter read the Litany every Wed- 
neſday and Friday, as is enjoined by the 
15th Canon; 8 : 

5. Do all Miniſters who adminiſter the 
Communion in Cathedral Churches wear 
a Cope, according to the 24th Canon ? Or 
does every Parochial Miniſter, who is a 
Graduate, wear his Hoad, appertaining to 
his degree, according to the 58th Canon ? 
Or do ſuch as are not Graduates wear 
upon their Surplices, inſtead of Hoods, 
fame decent Tippet of black, fo it be not ilk, 
'as is ordered by the ſame Canon ? Or, if 


theſe Canans are 2 annulled by 


the Rubric for order of Morning and 
N Service, (eſtabliſned by 13 and 
14 C. II.) do all Miniſters conform there- 
to, by retaining and uſing agreeably to it, 
all fuch ornaments as were uſed in this Church 
of England by the authority of Parliament, 
an the ſecond year of the reign of King Ed. 
ward VT* ?-—N. B. See ſome Rubrics of 
- Edward 


Till the paſſing of the laſt mentioned act of 
Charles 2d, theſe Canons might have been conſidered as 


the exerciſe of a power contained in a proviſo & 25. 0 


I El, e. 2. eſtabliſhing the uſe of ſuch ornaments as 
| were 


. ſeems to repeal the 2 Canons reſpeCting this matter, by 


[ 16 ] 

Edward VI. in Burn's Eccleſ. Law, vol, 

2. P. 270; 3%. | | wy 
6. Do no Miniſters give the Commu- 

nion but to ſuch as kneel, according to 

the 27th Canon ?—Quzre, What is to 

be done in the Viſitation of the Sick ? 

7. Do all Miniſters refuſe to admit a 


parent to anſwer as godfather or god- 


mother for his or her own child? Or do 
all Miniſters take care to inquire whether 
all godfathers and godmothers have re- 
ceived the Communion, as the 29th Canon 
ordereth them to do? | | 

8. It is preſcribed by Can. 38. that if 
any Miniſter omit to uſe the form of 
Prayer, or any of the Orders or Ceremo- 


nies in the Communian-book, he ſhall 


be ſuſpended; and if after a month he 


doth not reform, and ſubmit himfelf, he 


ſhall be excommunicated ; and if he ſhall 
not ſubmit himſelf within the ſpace of 
another month, he ſhall be depoſed from 
his Miniſtry. If he aſſigns any reaſons 
for ſuch omiſſions in the Book of Com- 


mon- prayer in his defence, by word, or in 


writing, by 3d, 4th, 5th, or 8th Can, (as 


were in uſe in the 2 Ed. 6. until, and only until other or- 
der ſhould be taken therein ; but the Rubric above-men- 
tioned being eſtabliſhed by the ſubſequent ſtatutes of 13 
and 14 C. 2. which referring again to thoſe in uſe 2 Ed. b. 


ſending us back to where they found us, 
a above) 


171 

above) he muſt be excommunicated. If 
he cannot with a good conſcience again 
ſubſcribe unto the 39 Articles, by the 6th 
Can. he muſt be excommunicated. If, in 
conſequence of this refuſal to ſubſcribe, 
or _ repentance i of, having ſubſcribed, he 
renourices his Miniſtry, he is to be ex- 
communicated, by the 76th Canon. But 
on the authority of Parliament, if there 
are- any who refuſe. ſtrict Conformity to 
the uſe of the Book of Common-prayer, 
being thereof lawfully convicted &y he 
laws of this realm, by verdict of twelve men, 
he ſhall, by 2 and 3 Ed. VI. c. I. F. 1. 
and 1 El. C. 2. 8. 4. forfeit for his firſt 
offence the profits of ſome one of his be- 
nefices, at the king's option, for one year, 
and be impriſoned for ſix months. For 
the ſecond offence, impriſoned a year, and 
deprived /o facto. For the third offence, 
impriſoned during life. If he has no ſpi- 
ritual promotion, he ſhall, for the firſt 
offence, be impriſoned a year ; and, for 
the ſecond. offence, during life. 

Do no Miniſters ſerve more than-one 
Church or Chapel in one day, but where 
the ſaid Church or Chapel is not able to 
maintain a Miniſter, according to the or- 
der of the 48th Canon? 

10. Do all thoſe Miniſters, who are 


not licenſed in a Dioceſe, ſtudy only to read 


rann and aptly, (without gloſſing or add- 
B ing) 


=. 
ing) the Homilies, according to the 46th 
and 49th Canons? Or, In how many 
Churches in any one Dioceſe are the Ho- 
miles read at all? Quære, To what does 
a Curate's licence relate? Is he not em- 
powered, by the tenor of his ordination, 
to officiate in the Church of England in 


every part of the ſervice, fave only the part 


of preaching ? _ 

11. Does every Minifter require a ſtran- 
ger to ſhew his licence before he admits 
him to the uſe of his pulpit, agreeably to 
the ;oth Canon? Or, is the name of every 
ſuch Preacher entered m a book, together 
with the name of the Biffiop of whom he 
had licence to preach, as the 52d Canon 
directeth ? 

12. Do no Preachers oppoſe in the pul- 


pit the doctrines of another who hath uſed 


the ſame, without conſulting the Biſhop 
according to the 53d Canon ? 


13. Do all Miniſters uſe the Form of 


Prayer before Sermon, which is preſcribed 
by the 55th Canon ? Does every Miniſter 
four times a year, declare in his Sermons 
that all uſurped and foreign power is for 
juſt cauſes taken away and aboliſhed ; and 
that the xing of theſe realms is the higheſt 
power under God, agreeably to the 1ſt Ca- 
non, though this Prayer before Sermon 
is again enjoined in the 6th Art. of the 
King's directions to the biſhops in 1714 

. 4 : I 4+ D Oe 
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14. Does every poſſeſſor of a living 
preach twice every year in his Cure ?—If 
not, let him be ſuſpended, ſays the-56th 


Canon.—Quzre, Inſtances among thoſe 


who hold livings in commendam. 
15. Does every Miniſter, upoh every 


Sunday and Holiday, before evenings 


prayer, for half an hour or more, cate- 


chiſe the Children? And is any offender. 


herein either reproved, ſuſpended, or ex- 
communicated? Or are ſuch children as 
neglect to come, or their parents, who 
prevent their coming, excommunicated, 
agreeably to the order of the 5gth Canon ? 
Or does every Curate diligently, upon 
Sundays and Holidays, inſtruct and exa- 


mine children in ſome part of the Cate- 


chiſm, agreeably to the deſign of the Ru- 
bric at the foot of this Office ? 7 


16. Do any Miniſters on the Sunday 
bid the Holy-days or Faſting-days in the 


enſuing week, according to the 64th 
Canon and the Rubric ? Let thoſe who 


neglect, be admoniſhed for the firſt of- 


fence; for the ſecond, let them be cen- 
ſured according to law. 

17. Does every Miniſter enter the 
Chriftenings, Marriages, and Burials, in 
the Regiſter himſelf, according to the 7oth 
Canon? If any do not, the Biſhop, or 
his Chancellor, ſhall convent him, and 

| * | proceed 


taverns and alehouſes, who drinks or riots, 


[ 20] 
proceed againſt him, as a contemner of 
this-Conftitnation, 74949 port tpn 

18. Do any Miniſters obſerve. the in- 
junctions of the 74th Canon, reſpecting 
decency in apparel ? * | | 


19. Does every Miniſter who reſorts to 


who ſpends his time idly, or who plays at 
dice, cards; or other unlawful game ; does 
every Miniſter who thus practiſeth, feel 


* That the reader may not be at a loſs to know what 
this decency of apparel] is, which is here enjoined, I will 
give the deſcription at large of thoſe habits, without 
which Miniſters are not, by the Canon, to appear 
abroad. Archbiſhops, Biſhops, not to intermit to uſe the 
atcuſtomed upparel of their degrees. All Deans and Duc- 
tors in Divinity, &c. having any Eccleſiaſtical Living, 
ſhall uſually wear Gowns with ſtanding Collars, and Sleeves 
ftrait at x 4 Hands, or wide Sleeves as 1s uſed in the Uni- 
verſities, with Hoods or Tippets of Silk or Sarcenet, and 
ſquare Caps. And that all other Minifters ſhall alſo uſu- 
ally wear the like apparel as is aforeſaid, except Tippets 
only. And all the ſaid Eccleſiaſtical Perſons above-men- 
tioned ſhall uſually wear in their journeys Cloaks with 
Sleeves, commonly called Prięſis Cloaks, without Garbs, 
Melts, long Buttons, er Cuts. And no Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſon ſhall wear any Coif or wrought Nightcap, but only plain 
Nightcaps of black Silk, Sattin, or Velvet. Theſe re- 
quired only for the ſake of Decency, Gravity, and Order. 
1nfrivate houſes, and in their ſtudies, the ſaid Perſons 
Keelefiaflical may uſe any comely and ſcholar-like apparel, 
provided that it be not cut or pinked , and that in public 
they go not in their Doublet, Hoſe, without Coats or Caſſacks : 
and that they wear not any light-coloured Stockings. Poor 
beneficed Men, and Curates (not being able to provide them- 
ſelves long Gowns) may go in ſbort Gowns of the faſhion 
aforeſaid, | | h 
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the weight of ecclgſiaſtical cenſures with ſe- 
verity, according to the quality of his offence, 
as the 75th Canon ordereth ? 
20. Do all Miniſters preſent ſuch of 
their pariſhioners wha are of the age of 
16, and have nat received the Commu- 
nion, according to the 112th Canon ? 
21. Do all Minifters preſent all Popiſh 
Recuſants within their reſpective pariſhes, 
above 13 years of age? Or all ſuch as 
are popiſhly given? Such as neglect here- 
in, let them be ſuſpended, ſays the 114th 
Canon. : 
22. Do all Miniſters read over in their 
Pariſh-churches, once in every year, in 
the afternoon, before Divine Service,: the 
ſaid Conſtitutions and Canons eccleſiaſti- 
cal, in compliance with King James's 
direction, in his ratification of the ſame ? 
Or do the Archbiſhops and Biſhops ſee 
the ſame executed, agreeably to the ſaid 
King's pleaſure ? _ 10 1 
In defence of ſtrict Conformity of our 
Miniſters to this part of our happy reli- 
gious eſtabliſnment, I do not ſuppoſe 
your Lordſhips will be inclined to take 
advantage of my omiſſions, and, for the 
ſake of decency and goad order, take. into 
your ſervice the 18th Canon, which ſaith, 
No man ſhall cover his head in the Church 
or Chapel, except he have ſome infirmi- 
ty; in which caſe, he is to wear a night. 
| B 3 cap, 


. 
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cap, or coif: nor will you urge the uti. 
lity or neceſſity of the 72d Canon, which 
alloweth no man to exarciſe, or caft out 
devils, without a licence. | 
J muſt repeat what I have before ſaid, 


that I cannot help you to one argument, 


which will juſtify the exacting Conform- 


ity to one Canon, without enforcing the 


whole: and in the number there are not 


a few, which are not always regularly 
diſcharged by your Bench. I will here 


only mention the Goth Canon, which en- 
joineth Confirmation to be duly performed 
once in three years. If your Lordſhips 


ſhould ſtop here, to lament over the 


very low reputation of this ſorry, this 
monkiſh ſyſtem, you cannot but confeſs 
how deſerving 1t 1s of the contempt of 
all orders of men, You muſt look back 
with . ſecret diſpleaſure on the impolitic 
conduct, not only of your predeceflors, 
but of yourſelves, who have, on all oc- 
gaſions, obſtinately and tenaciouſly op- 
poſed every Reform, — even in theſe wretch · 


ed outworks of our Eccleſiaſtical eſta - 


bliſhment. | | 
To diſtinguiſh between the preſent au- 
thority and force of thoſe Canons which 
could beſt be ſpared, and thoſe very few 
which might be left in a reformed code of 
Church diſcipline, would be to riſk the 
loſs of all, by an impolitic confeſſion. 

4 | They 
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They muſt all ſtand or fall together; for 
if they are binding upon the Clergy in 
one caſe, they are in all, ſo far as they 
do not expreſsly declare againſt a Statute, 
But as it has been ſolemnly determined 
that theſe ſame Canons do not proprio vi- 
gore bind the laity: and cuſtom has war- 
ranted ſuch an almoſt general Non-com- 
pliance with them from the Clergy ; it 
would be worth your Lordſhips while to 
ſtate the caſe to ſome able common Law- 
yer, how far a Court of Law would com- 
pel obedience to any of the Canons, be- 
cauſe it is moſt certain that ſuch Court 
would conſider the whole of equal au- 
thority, where there was no interference 
of a Statute. Was a Court of Law to 
determine otherwiſe, how much more 
vague and indeterminate would be the pe- 
nal Laws of the Church, than thoſe of 
the State; and would, contrary to every 
principle of legiſlation, inſtead of being 
the parent of good order and diſcipline, 
ſerve nat only to entrap the unwary, but 
always be an engine at hand, ready to be 
directed againſt the moſt circumſpect. 
Your Lordſhips cannot be ſuch ſtrangers 
to the temper and ſpirit of Engliſhmen, 
who value themſelves on the eſtabliſhment 
of legal liberty, as to conceive, that any 
authority, ſhort of that of Parliament, 
and which affected either the reputation 
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or property of the ſubject, would make 4 
foundation, whereon you would think it 


prudent to try the iſſue of your project. 


Doubtleſs you ſhould be prepared with 
ſome more cogent arguments than have 
occurred to me, or an appeal to Cæſar 
wauld, at one ſtroke, lay down the uto- 
pian project of univerſal external Con- 
formity. ? M2 ot 

I ſhall now ſubmit to any Lordſhips 
conſideration, ſome queries relating to the 


| Rubrics, which have not been already men- 


tioned. And ſome learned Ritualiſts.have 
pleaded very earneſtly in their behalf, both 
with reſpect to their uſe and expeclienech, 
as well as their authority. 

> 1D any, or do no Miniſters IF 
the Communion to thoſc deſcribed. ; in the 


* The learned Mr. Tuſtice Blackſtone, ſpeaking of 
the authority of the Canons, refers to a caſe in Sir John 
Strange's Reports, in which it was determined they do 
not bind the Laity ; whatever regard the Clergy, may think 
proper to pay them, Com. Intro uction, $ 3. It would 
not be foreign to the queſtion before us, to conſider how 
far the ſpirit and proceedings of our Spiritual Courts are 
agreeable to Magna Charta, which, faith; Nemo capiatur 
aut imp ijſenatur, niſi per judicium parium, & legem ter- 
ræ; or to a ſubſequent ſtatute, 25 Hen. 8. c. 19. § 2. 
(upon which laſt act the authority of the preſent Canons 
is founded) which enactęeth, that no Canons, Sc. /hall 
be made or put in execution within this Realm, by auths- 
rity of. the Convocation of the Clergy, which ſball be contra- 
rient or repugnant to the King's Preropative Royal, or the 
Cuſtoms, Laws, or Statutes of this Realm; any thing con- 
tained in that Aci to the con 2 racks | notwith/tanding. | 


Rubric 
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Rubrie at the head of this Office, that is, 
all open and noturious livers, even when 
they anſwer the further deſcription in the 
26th and;-109th: Canons? If any do, 1s 
ngt ſuch refuſal cognizable before the 
Courts of Law, particularly when ſuch 
perſons come to qualify for any civil or 
military offies; under the Teſt Act, where 
no exceptions are made? Even before 
the; paſſing of, that Act, ſome Lawyers 
have thought, that the parties ſhould be 
convicted of ſuch offences by confeſſion in 
open Court, or by ſentence of the Fudge, as 
not otherwiſe amounting to notorium ju- 
ris.* Yet, after all theſe. contradictory 
authorities, the: Communion is frequent- 
iy, if not always, agr eeably both to Scrip- 
ture and Humanity, adminiſtered to ca- 
pital convicts. Should not then the laws 
in this caſe be altered? or, that our prac- 
tice might harmonize with the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, be entirely repealed ? * 497 
2. Do all Parochial Miniſters read the 
firſt part of the Communion-office, the 
Lord's Prayer and Collect following, the 
Ten Commandments, &c. ſtanding on the 
north ſide of the Communion Table, 
agreeably to the Rubric? 


* gee further matter on this ſubject in Archdeacon 
Thomas Sharpe's Charges on the Rubfics and Canons; 
Diſcourſe 3d. K 
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3. Do all Parochial Miniſters in the 
Morning Service, on Sundays and Holi. 
days read (when there is no Communion) 
the Prayer for the Church-Militant, toge- 
ther with ſome of the Communion-Office 
Collects and Bleſſings ? Or are thoſe Mi- 
niſters who read . theſe parts of the Com- 
munion Office after the Sermon, warranted 
by the Rubric fo to do?; 

4. Do all Miniſters admonifh ſick per- 
ſons to make their wills, and move them 
earneſtly, if they are of ability, to be li- 
beral to the poor, agreeably to the Rubrie 
in the office of Viſitation of the Sick and 
the Sah Gan. r 

5. Does every Miniſter ing or ſay the 
Creed, commonly called the Creed of 
Athanaſius, the thirteen times in the year, 
as the Rubric ness 

6. Does every Miniſter read the Comi- 


nation on: the firſt Day of Lent in every 


WT: 7 , 
7. Does every Miniſter (not a licenſed 


preacher in a Dioceſe, and conſequently to 


whom the liberty given in the 67th Can, 
reacheth not) uſe the Abſolution in the 
office of Viſitation of the Sick, according 
to the Rubric? Or can the poſitive in- 


junction of the Rubric, which ſtands im- 


mediately before the ſaid Abſolution, be 

diſpenſed with (even by a licenſed Preacher) 

upon the authority of the Canon ? Wah 
I i 
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With reſpect to ſome partiular ſtatutes, 


1. Does every Miniſter read the ſeveral 
ſervices appointed for the 5th of Novem- 
ber, the zoth of January, the 29th of 


May, and the 25th of October in every 


year ?—Or does every miniſter read, at the 
ſeveral ſtated times in the year, the ſeveral 
acts of moſt of the ſaid days, the Act 
againſt profane ſwearing, or the Act of 
Uniformity of 5 and 6 Edw. VI, and others 
ordered alſo to be read? | 
GE IE is the reading of the ſe- 
veral acts of parliament abovementioned to 
be reconciled with the Rubric after the 
Nicene Creed, which after directing briefs, 
citations, excommunications to be read, 
order is made that nothing ſhall be read by 
the Miniſter but what is preſcribed zz the 
rules of that book, or enjoined by the King's 
authority (as the proclamation againſt vice 
and immorality) or by the ordinary of the 
place; —unleſs ſuch acts are conſidered as 
virtually repealing the limitation in the 
Rubric. | | 
2. all Lecturers not only make their 
declaration of aſſent to the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer the firſt time they preach, but 
renew it before the firſt lecture in every 
month afterwards ?—if any do not, by 13 
and 14 Charles II. c. iv. $. 19. he is diſ- 
1 | abled 
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abled to preach that, or any other lecture 


or ſermen in that, or any other church, bat 
&c. until he conforms. And if any perſon the 
is ſo difabled by this act to preach any ſer- fro 
mon, or lecture, he ſhall. ſuffer three art 
months impriſonment in N common Wl ae 
goal. F. 21 du 
3. Does every ſchoolmaſter. (or every gi 
elergyman, on his commencing ſchool- WC 
maſter, or priyate tutor) make the decla- lar 
ration of conformity required hy 13 and 14 cer 
Charles II. c. iv. F. 8. as explained and WC 
amended by 1 W. and M. ſeſſ. 1. c. viii, tit 
F§. 11. —if nay, he ſhall ſuffer three months tal 
impriſonment for the firſt offence, and an 
three months impriſonment; And pay five m 
pounds for the ſecond. an 
Thus much, my Lords, 1 thought ne- un 
ceſſary to lay before you and the world, of 
And ſhould this plain ſtate of facts, and 
their obvious deductions prevail with you yo 
to drop your deſign of ſtrictly enquiring yo 
into, and proſecuting all liturgical irregu- 2 


larities; you will be under greater obliga- 


tions to me, than poſſibly you will chuſe It, 
to acknowledge. But, ſhould you with bu 
undaunted courage begin with. your ſuſ- wl 
penſions, deprivations, excommunicati- 1 


ons, fines, impriſonments againſt the 
preachers of chriſtianity, and of proteſtan- 
tiſm, 7 theſe ſheets be inſtrumental to 


their defence; may they enable them to 
baffle 


. = 
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baffle the perſecutions of their enemies, b 
the clear reaſonings which are deducible 
from them. May ſuch exertion of the 
arms of hell, and antichriſt in the ſervice of 
a chriſtian and a proteſtant ſociety, be pro- 
ductive of a clear and legal ſecurity being 

iven to the ſufferers and their ſucceſſors in 
worldly hereſy. May the Laity of Eng- 
land, ſeeing they are immediately con- 
cerned in having the pure milk of the 
word preached to them, in lieu of the 
tithe of their Mint, Aniſe and Cummin, 
take part with thoſe who bear the burden 
and heat of the day, the Parochial Clergy; 
may they jointly fight the cauſe of God 
and his Chriſt, and in the end deſtroy the 
= unconſtitutional and antichriſtian powers 
of an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment. 
1 Equally indifferent to your ſmiles or 
your frowns, theſe ſheets, my Lords, wait 
pour acceptance. Should either you or 
others think that I have uſed any unjuſti- 
== fiable aſperity of language, convince me of 
tit, and I will blot out the words for ever; 
but I muſt remind both you and them, 
= whoever they be, that he who ſtriketh the 
== firſt ſtroke muſt be anſwerable for the 
=—_ conſequences. 
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